. , 
A 


a >, ') | 
S ERIO US · 


C 


3 


In tender Cop 


SINNERS / 
* ; R$ & 


Of what Rank, or Degree ſoever. Þ 


— — — — 


LA LA 


By FRANCES HENS HAW:. 


— 


— 
3 4 


EzEEKIEL xxxIII, XI. | 
Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Mays; for why | 
will ye die, O Houſe of liracl f | 


— 


2ͤ 


Kendal, Printed by Tho. AsHEBURNER- 


tt LY 9 —_ TT wen” Vw 7.” LA —_— n 


($3 


A 


8 i (£4 L Lo 


* „* EE EEE EEE ESEEEST , 


EZEKIEL XXXIIII, XI. 


Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Ways; for why 
will ye die, O Ho+ſe of Iliael? 


HE Lord has a Controverſie 
with his People in this preſent 
Auc, and is drawing near unto Judg- 
ment, whercin He will plead with 
them. and make himlelf known to 
be the Power, that ought to bear 


Rule, not only in Heaven, but allo on „ 
Earth in the Hcarts ot the Children, 


ot Men; and as one that has gone 
thro' various Diſpenſations, and wi 


nch d the Terrors of the Lord tor Sin, 
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ous, cven to thotle Who have rejected 


(2) 


1 feel a Preſſure on my Spirit to 


reaſon with, and, if poſſible, to per- 


ſwade my Fellow Creatures, eſpeci— 
ally thole who profeſs the Truth as 
it is in Jcius, to flee as for their Lives 
from every Appcarance ot Evil which 
ii join'd with, will inevitably bring 
Death, and draw down the Ditplea- 
ſore of God ſooner or later upon 
tac Soul; for God is faithful, who 
wil! render to cycry Man a Rewacd 
according to his Works, 


Now by the Things which are 
ſcen, vg the Beauty and Order of 
the outward Creation, it is evident to 
all whom the God of this World 
hath not blinded, that there is a ſu— 
preme Power, by whom all Things 
were made, aud are prelerved and 
provided for by his Providential Care, 
who is infinite in Wiſdom, Juſtice 
and Mercy, waiting long to be graci— 


the 


73 
the ſceret Repro ofs ef Inftration, 
aud retus' d to liſtea to the Voic: of 
the Charmer chatm he never lo wiſe— 
ly; yet he nis not ccas'd to follow, 
and u there be the leatt Diſpoſition 
in tac Soul to tarn to him -that 
{mites woa'd tive troin Sin, and the 
dilmal Conicquences ot ir, both 
here and hercaiterz* tor the Truth of | 
thc Apoſtic's Doctrine will certainly 
be veriiicd in ail: Ihe Wages of Sin 
is Death, Romans vi. 23 And as 
long as it has Pace, and reigns in our 
mortal todics, we feel the Motions } 
and bffects of it diawing down out | 
Affections from the Almighty Creator | 
into an 1nvtuinute Love tor viſible Eu- 
joy meats, luch as our Senſes can tced | 
on, and be gratificd with, whiilt the 
Soul, tne immortil and moſt valua- 
ble Part in us, groaus under the 
Weignt of Di ine Ditpleaſure, and | 
finds ittelf at au infinite diitance from 
Gol, us tra Centre, aud altogether 

> 
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| A Stranger to that Peace, which alone 
can render it happy here, and give 


an Admittance inco Glory hcreatcer, 


This, according to my Experience, 
I apprehend to be the State the Apol- 
tle ſpoke of reſpeQting ſuch as live 
without God in the Worid, in tae 
Indulgence and Gratification ot thcir 
ſenſual Appttites, being Lovers of 
Plcature more than Lovers of God, 
than which | know not a more wret- 


ched and miſcrable State ou this Side 
Eternity; to be a Slave tothe Three 
| great deſtructive Enemies to our pre- 


ſent and future Peace, The Luſt of 
the Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſh, and 
the Pride of Life. What Perton, in 
whom any Spark of Light, or Re- 
fiction remains, would not rather 


 Chuſe to bow to the Power that ot- 
fets Redemption ? tho” it be in the 
Way ot clole Judgment, and an abſ9- 
| late Crols to, and total torſaking of 


thole 


rose 
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thoſe beloved Luſts and darling Inclt 
nations, that have heretofore prevail 
ed, and brought us into Captivity to 
the Law of Sin and Death, under 
Which in an Agony of Spirit we are 
made to cry out; O / wreiched Man 
that JI am, &c. 


This at one time or other will 
be the State of all, inaſmuch as all 
have ſinned and come ſhort of the 
Glory ot God, all mult know a paſſing 
as through Death into Lite, and wit- 
neis the Body of Sin to be deſtroy'd 
in them by the Spirit of Judgment 
and of Burning, before they can 
wit ne is Reconciliation and Peace with 
God, whoſe Controverſie has been a- 
gainſt Sin in all, in every Age and 
Diſpenſation. And I wou'd query of | 
the moſt obſtinate Offender, whar 
Plcalure the Works of Iniquity af- 
tord ? When the juſt Judgments of 
Cod ate revealed in the Soul, and are 


executed 


—— 
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executed on the Body of Sin, the tranſ- 
ag Nature, to which divine 

'rath is due and when tie Fire of 
the Word lays hold of that Part in 
us, which is tor the bite, it tclis us in 
a Language, which ow ſtrongeſt Ars 
guments are not ble to contute, That 


the lags of S.n is Death, 


Theſe few Hints, concerning the 
Narure and Teadency of Sin, might 
be ſufficient to ſuch as have an Ear 
to heat, and are not ſtifling Con- 
viction; but there are a Set of Men, 
for whom my Soul has wourn'd in 
ſecret before the Lord, in whom the 
Love of Ple-luic is fo prevalent, that 
it is the Deity they bow ro, and 
the only one they defirero know and 
ſerve, being agrecabie to the natural 
Inclination, and when anv Checks of 
Conſcience, or feciet Whiſpets in the 
Soul arc adminiſtred by the truc God, 
they ſec K to ſtifle them, and by calling 
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to their Aſſiſtance the weak Weapons 


of human Reaton endeavour to be 
wiſe above what 1s written, and arm 


themſelves with Arguments againſt 


the Pleadings of God by his good 
Spirit in themſelves, and alſo what 
proceeded from it, through the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, and like the 
wicked Husbandmen are not content 
with executing their Malice on the 
Servants, but when the Son appears 
they ſay in their Hearts (which Lan- 
guage God hates) Thzs is the Heir 
come let us hill him, &c. This in- 
ward Revelation of the Son of God 
ſtrikes at the very Root of our beloved 
and inordinate Paſſions, and will not 
ſuffer us to gratity them without Re» 
morſe, Who can endure it ? fay they, 
ler us ariſe and muſter up all our 
Force againſt it that if poſſible, we 
may ſuppreſs or overpower it, and 
be Lords of ourſelves, and indulge our 
own Inclinations, without being thus 

B perpetually 
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| perpetually reproved, and reſtricted by 
i an nigher Power. 


Thus poor Man wanders from God, 
ard ſtrives to be ignorant of his Power 
maniteſted in the Soul, that like a 
wrerched Outlaw he may rove at 
large, and fin with Impunity, yet even 
ro ſuch. / iſdi m niters her Nite ſay- 
ing, lou long ye ſimple ones will ye love 
Simplicity? & MV hy 10 baſty in pur. 
ſuir ot Deſtruction? ſtop a while, 
turn ye at my Reproof, come under my 
Diſcipline, and | will pour torth of my 
Spirit upon you ; make known my 
Ways unto you, and guide your Feet 
in the Way of Peace. 


Thus God calls by the Voice of his 
Son, the Witdom that was with him 
before the World was formed, and the 
choſcn Means, or Inſtrument to con- 
vey the true Knowledge of God to 
Man, which Means whoſoever lights or 
xejccts rendets Salvation from Sin here 

impoſſible 


adminiſtred when, and how he pleafeih, 


(ir) 


impoſſible, and conſequently muſt in- 
hetrit the Wrath due to it hereafrer : 
For however we may flatter or amuſe 
ourſelves, whilſt in the Purluir of Folly, 
we ſhall :fſurealy, when the Heat of 
Paſſion is a little abated, hear the Voice, 
which in the Cocl of the Day called to 
Adam atter his Tranigreſſion, and if 
Attention be given toit, will convince 
us of Sin, and where Power to over» 
come it is to be met with, cven in his 
Name, and thro' Faita in his Power, 
who now appears inwardly as a Reptov- 
er to put an end to Sin, &c. thus by 
Grace we come to witnels a being fa. 
ved thro' Faith, and that not of our- 
ſetves, it is the Gift of God, not in 
our Power, nor at our Command, but 


And it hath been manifeſt to the 
Experience of ſome, that when Sin 
has prevailed, and the Offers ot Grace 
been rejected, it has pleas'd God to 
| B 2 leave 
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leave ſuch for a Time, to let them ſee 
their own Wretchedneſs, and Inſuffici- 
ency to overcome their own corrupt 
Nature, and the Temptations of that 
dark Power that ſceks their Deſtruc- 
tion, and ſuits all his Baits to the vari- 
ous Inclinations of ſuch, as by refu— 
ſing the Means of Help, unhappily fall 
under his Dominion, and are permitted 
fora Time to bc led captive at his Wall, 


This, alas! is the ſlate of many; 
ſome of whom arc ſo far darkened, 
that they know it not, others, be- 
halding their milerable Condition, 
and the nced they arc in of a Saviour, 
are brought to look on him, whom 
they have picrced, and mourn over 
him, yet cannot witneſs Re miſſion of 
Sins thro' his Name, nor Reconcilia- 
tion with God, until he be pleaſed 
to appcar on their Bchalf, as a Media- 
tor, and advocate their Cauſe with of- 
tended Juſtice, 


Thus 
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Thus, when we have ſinned, muſt 
we come to witneſs an Advocate with 
the Father, even 5eſus Chriſt, the 
Righteous, who is the Propitiation for 
our Sins, &c. neither can we find 
Salvation in any other Name or Pow- 
er, for when he ceaſes to operate by 
his Grace and good Spirit in the Soul, 
the Works of Salvation muſt ceaſe, or 
ſtand ſtiil, till he is plealed again to 
appear; the Truth ot which | have 
been brought to experience, having 
been tavoured with the Help of the 
Spirit, and allo proved with the With— 
drawings of it, during which I have 
found, to my inexpteſſible Sorrow, that 
no Work, how good ſocver in itſelf, 
has tound Acceptance with God, nor 
brought Peace and Satisfaction to me; 
the Caule whercoft I have been 
led to ſearch into: But the Coun-— 
cils of God are deep, and when the 
Light, which makes maniteſt, is with- 
dawn, we grope as Perſons in the 

dark, 
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dark, and are utterly incapable of un- 
derſtanding the Myſtery of Godlinels, 
tho' we tecl the Myſtery of Iniquity 
working in us, in the Manner expreſs'd 
by the Apoſtle, Firſt, in Conception; 
which, if not timely ſuppreſt, will 
be brought forth into Action, and 
that will inevitably be attended with 
Condemnation, 


Thus when Luſt hath concetved, 
it bringeth forth Sin, and Sin finiſhed 
bringeth forth Death, and the Place 
of Reception and Product, for this 
gradual Growth of Evil is the Heart of 
Man in its degenerate State, wherein ' tis 
deceitful above all Things, and inclines 
to Evil, and it not given up to that 
Power, that can ſcarch and cleanſe 
it, is deſperately wicked, for having 
the Sceds of Evil in it, the Product 
will be of the ſame Nature, until by 
the waſhing of Regeneration it comes 


to be purified and created anew 1n 
Chriſt 


15 


Chriſt Jeſus unto good Deſires, which, 
it cheriſhed, will produce good Words 
and Works. 


Thus as Evil has had its gradual 
Growth in the Heart, it comes to be 
ſuppreſt by the Work of the new 
Creation, and where Sin has abounded, 
Grace, as *tis received, and ſuffered 


freely to operate, will much more a- 
bound. 


Happy Change indeed ! and greatly 
to be deſir'd, and that all Mankind 
may come to witneſs it, is my ear- 
neſt Requeſt to the Author of every 
good and perfect Gift. 


Having on this Subject enlarged 
beyond my ExpeQation, ſhall leave it 
to the ſerious Conſideration of my 
Fellow Creatures, and if by making 
Application to the Spirit, which ſeeks 
the Good of all, and would ſanctify 
and ſave all, the leaſt Benefit may ac- 

cruc 
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"erne to any Perſon, may God have 
the Glory, the leaſt Meaſure of whote | 

| Fayour is more precious to me than 

1 Eſteem or Approbation of the Wogld, | 

: 

| 


which I have neither ſought, nor de 2 | 
ted in thus expoſing my Thoughts, 
but in Plainnets and Simplicity wrote 
my Experience. | 


| 
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